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Have news?  E-mail jbartlet@post.harvard.edu 

ALUMNI 
State Senate Judiciary Chairman John Adler ’84 has declared his 
candidacy for Congress in New Jersey’s third Congressional district. 

HLSA-NJ secretary Stephen F. Herbes ’01, CPA, J.D., LL.M., and 

his alphabet soup of degrees have joined the tax and trusts and 
estates practice at Riker Danzig in Morristown. 

Assemblyman Mike Panter ’95 (D-12th) may have some alumni 
company next spring, if Republican Jay Webber ’00 wins his race 
for Assembly in the 26th District. Webber, of Morris Plains, won a 
contested primary in June. 

CORRECTION:  The spring issue failed to include photo credits for images 
from the 50th annual Vanderbilt Lecture. Those images were provided by 
Keith Krebs/P.O.V. Image Service. 

During my first year of law school in 
1998, a woman who had been a mentor 
of mine – Galina V. Starovoitova, a 
member of the Russian Parliament and a 
staunch advocate of human rights whom 
I got to know as my professor at Brown 
University four years earlier – was 
assassinated in St. Petersburg. At the 
time, I wrote in the weekly Harvard Law 
School Record that future historians would 
view 1989, the year the Berlin Wall fell 
and the Baltic States became the first 
Soviet republics to declare independence, 
as the end of the 20th century and the 
beginning of the 21st. 

Today, we might instead mark 
September 11, 2001 as the centenary 
turning point. That fateful day came 
three months after I completed law 
school and five days after I started my 
first job as a lawyer. There are a host of 
other places to draw the line, of course, 
and our human nature compels us to 
draw these lines. Looking both 
backward and forward, 
walking the emotional lines 
between regret and pride, fear 
and hope – it’s part of who we 
are and what we do as a 
species. 

The Association is at a 
turning point as well. For the 
first time, a majority of officers 
were graduated from the law 
school in the twenty-first 
century. I am the first of these 
to be president of the 
Association, and my successor 
Jason Orlando ’00 will be the second. 

This marks a hopeful moment, of 
course. We’ll launch our second half-
century of Vanderbilt Lectures with one 
of the brightest starts in the American 
legal firmament, New Jersey’s own Ted 
Wells ’76. (See page 1.) And we’re 
reaching out to current students with a 

September panel 
discussion in 
Cambridge, where 
members of classes 
that make me feel old 
– like ’09 and ’10 – 
heard from half a 
dozen of us about the 
professional opportunities abloom in the 
Garden State. (See page 4.) 

But, to paraphrase the old saw, with 
those great opportunities come great 
responsibility. As recently as two years ago, 
more than 110 of our state’s 950 or so HLS 
alumni paid dues to the Association, a 
response rate that — while in one sense 
underwhelming — still  permitted the 
Association to provide programming, make 
a substantial gift to the Law School, and 
end the year with as much money in the 
bank as we started with. This year, only 46 
alumni have paid their dues so far.  That 
two-thirds drop in response rate is making  

a huge difference in what we can do for you 
and for the Law School. 

I can’t put it more plainly: We need 
your help. And we especially need help 
from those alumni graduated after 1970, 
whose dues – if paid at the same rate as the 
classes of the 1950s and ’60s – would more 
than make up the gap between our 

spending and our income this year. 
For the first time in three years, we 

expect this year’s Vanderbilt Lecture to 
fully pay for itself, thanks to a necessary 
increase in what we charge attendees 
(including our youngest alumni). But the 
rest of our program requires your help. 

This year, we contributed $3,400 
toward summer fellowships for two 
extraordinary young law students. (See 
page 3.) The value of their experience, 
and the connection it helped them 
develop to New Jersey’s legal community, 
is priceless. We’ll have spent nearly 
$1,000 to support travel and lodging for 
our Cambridge panelists in September. 
Our spending on food for Board 
meetings, at less than $400 for the year 
to date, is modest. We made no gift to 
the Law School this year. Still, they have 
provided us the printing and distribution 
of this newsletter and all our other 
mailings throughout the year – and it is 
our hope and aim to make generous 
contributions to the law school in the 

future as we have in past 
years. 
     As you look back, thank 
the Association’s long-
serving leaders like Albert 
Cohn ’51, David 
Crabtree ’52, David 
Landau ’53, Jerry 
Fitzgerald English, Marvin 
Fish ’55, Steve Roth ’67, 
the late Irwin 
Markowitz ’52, and so 
many others. As you look 
forward, ask yourself: What 
do you want the Association 

to look like in the years to come? And 
how will you be part of it? 

If you’ve paid your dues, come out to 
our events, or been active on the board, I 
thank you. If you haven’t done those 
things yet, I invite and implore you to be 
part of this great endeavor. 

John W. Bartlett ’01 

John Bartlett ’01, 
2007 President of 
HLSA-NJ 
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To become an active member of the Harvard Law School Association of New Jersey, simply fill out the form below and return it with a 
check payable to “Harvard Law School Association of N.J.” to Jeffrey Kantowitz, Esq., Goldberg Mufson & Spar, 200 Executive Drive, Suite 
355, West Orange, NJ 07052. Or include your separate dues check with your RSVP to the Vanderbilt lecture. Dues are $75 for alumni 
admitted to the bar for over 5 years as of July 1, 2007, and $50 for alumni admitted for less 5 five years and those in the public sector. 

I enclose my check for the 2007-2008 dues to the Harvard Law School Association of New Jersey 
in the amount of        $75.00            $ 50.00 

Name:          Class:     

Address:            

Telephone:     E-Mail:        

Date of Admission to the Bar:                        I am employed in the public sector. 

See Summer, page 4 

Chief Justice Stuart J. Rabner ’85 is sworn in by his 
predecessor, James R. Zazzali, in July. Looking on are 
Governor Jon S. Corzine and Rabner’s wife, Deborah. At 47 
years of age, Rabner – a former federal prosecutor, Governor’s 
Chief Counsel, and state Attorney General – is the youngest 
Chief Justice in the modern history of the state’s high Court. 

We Can’t Do Until You Due 
If you’ve read about it in the Connector, it was made possible 
by members who paid their dues. From our summer public 
interest fellowships and campus programming for students to 

the spring symposium and other events HLSA-NJ offers to you 
and all our  members, it wouldn’t exist without the support of 
our dues-paying members. If you haven’t paid your 2007-2008 
dues yet, please contribute today by using the form below.  

Congratulations, Mr. Chief Justice! 
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Our 2007 Public Interest 
Fellows In Their Own Words 
Dear Members of HLSA-NJ, 

I would like to thank the 
H a r v a r d  L a w  S c h o o l 
Association of New Jersey for 
providing funding for my first-
year summer internship. 
Thanks to the generosity of the 
Association’s dues-paying 
members, I served as a legal 
intern for the New Jersey 
Institute for Social Justice in 
Newark. I took part in a variety 
of projects, learning about the 
ways in which NJISJ combines 
legal advocacy, policy analysis, 
and direct service programs to 
assist New Jersey's urban 
communities. 

Through NJISJ’s Second 
Chance Campaign, a policy 
effort to improve the reentry 
prospects of individuals 
returning to their communities 
following incarceration, I 
researched the efforts of cities 
across the country to reduce 
discrimination against ex-
offenders in municipal hiring 
and prepared written materials 
for presentations to New Jersey 
municipalities on policy reform 
options. I also helped connect 
former inmates with pro bono 

attorneys through the ReLeSe 
network, a partnership between 
NJISJ and Volunteer Lawyers 
for Justice. 

I also worked on projects 
touching on racial and 
economic inequality. In the 
wake of the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s decision in Parents 
Involved in Community Schools v. 
Seattle School District #1, I 
prepared a memo discussing 
the decision’s effect on school 
assignment programs that 
consider race and proposing 
policy options still available to 
school districts committed to 
equal educational opportunity. 
I researched various legal issues 
affecting New Jersey’s Fair 
Housing Act and the Mt. Laurel 
doctrine, particularly with 
r e s p e c t  t o  r e g i o n a l 
contribution agreements, 
which have been the subject of 
vigorous policy debates and the 
target of legal challenges under 
both state and federal law. 

NJISJ provides numerous 
examples of ways in which 
attorneys can commit their 
knowledge and skills to aid 
u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  a n d 

underserved populations. I am 
grateful to the members of 
HLSA-NJ for enabling me to 
have a summer experience that 
will fundamentally shape my 
legal career. 

Sincerely, 
Damon King ’09 

 
 
Dear HLSA-NJ, 

I would like to convey my 
sincere appreciation for being 

honored with a Summer Public 
Interest Fellowship by the 
H a r v a r d  L a w  S c h o o l 
Association of New Jersey. This 
award enabled me to work at 
the Federal Public Defender’s 
Office in Newark this summer. 
Over the course of my 
internship, I was given the 
chance to witness and partake 
in the federal criminal law 
process, both within and 
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 Kevin had the following thoughts about his experience working primarily with the Mayor’s Chief 
Policy Advisor. 
 The first half of this summer, I focused on the New Jersey Medical and Health Sciences Restructuring Act, 
which reorganized Rutgers University, the University of Medicine and Dentistry New Jersey, and Rowan 
University. A significant portion of my work involved analyzing the potential impact of the legislation on the 
city of Newark from a policy perspective.  I also performed background legal research on the entities involved in 
the legislation, analyzed drafts of the legislation, and helped develop fact sheets explaining the mechanics of the 
final bill. 
 During the second half of the summer, a fellow intern and I worked on a project involving recycling in 
Newark. We were given the task of analyzing approaches to recycling taken by different cities across the nation 
and using such research to develop a proposal to increase Newark’s recycling rate. After contacting cities across the 
country and analyzing data, we proposed that Newark switch from dual stream to single stream recycling. In my 
last week, we presented our proposal to several city leaders and continued to work on this project off-site.
 In addition to these two larger projects, I drafted several legal and policy briefings and 
analyzed the likely effects of the Affordable Care Act on Newark to help the city prepare 
for the Act’s implementation. My work on the Affordable Care Act began during this 
past spring semester; I wrote a term paper on health care delivery in Newark and 
focused a large portion of the paper on the Act.
 I also had the opportunity to attend meetings throughout the summer in which 
stakeholders from business, the community, and government brainstormed policy 
solutions to pressing city problems.

Kevin Golembiewski

 Scott worked with the Contracts Department and with the Mayor’s Policy Advisor, City of Newark. 
He had the following to say about his summer experience.
 When it came to applying for summer jobs, I knew there was only one place I wanted to be – Newark which 
is in many ways the epicenter of innovative public policy solutions.  I wanted to be at the frontlines in the fight to 
improve the everyday lives of American citizens. 
 At orientation, I was honored to learn that my supervisors had designated me the leader of my own project. I 
managed a six-member team of interns, and our task was to update the city code to empower Code Enforcement 
in their efforts to combat abandoned properties. While the work at City Hall was thrilling in and of itself, my 
supervisor was determined that we get a firsthand experience of what the housing crisis meant to Newark. My 
team piled into a Code Enforcement van and two officers served as our tour guides through the city. I was stunned 
to see incredible contrasts in areas, separated by only a few blocks. Here, there were immaculately maintained 
homes. Just a few moments later, we were in the midst of blocks where two-thirds of the lots were either razed and 
overgrown with weeds or empty husks. My heart went out to the homeowners we saw, struggling to maintain 
their homes and their pride while the street around them deteriorated. No family, and no child, deserved that. 
 Working at the Newark Law Department was one of the most fulfilling experiences in my life. Every 
morning I looked forward to the day at City Hall, knowing that what I did mattered for the citizens of Newark. 
 I could not have asked for better supervisors. They entrusted me with a remarkable amount of responsibility 
and granted me incredible access. I learned invaluable lessons about the dynamics of local government. 
Unfortunately, my time with the department was cut short by back surgery and post-operation nerve issues. 
Despite it all, my supervisors remained incredibly supportive. 
 As much as I wish I could have spent the whole summer at the Law Department, 
I would not trade the limited time that I was fortunate enough to have. I could not 
have asked for a better internship – challenging, meaningful, and fulfilling. It has 
reaffirmed my commitment to making a difference in local government. 
 The Association has my heartfelt gratitude for their support. Between housing 
at NJIT, travel, and medical costs, I honestly could not have gotten by this summer 
without the fellowship. Thank you – your generosity is something I will never forget.

Scott Hugo
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admitted to the bar for over 5 years as of July 1, 2007, and $50 for alumni admitted for less 5 five years and those in the public sector. 

I enclose my check for the 2007-2008 dues to the Harvard Law School Association of New Jersey 
in the amount of        $75.00            $ 50.00 

Name:          Class:     

Address:            

Telephone:     E-Mail:        

Date of Admission to the Bar:                        I am employed in the public sector. 

See Summer, page 4 

Chief Justice Stuart J. Rabner ’85 is sworn in by his 
predecessor, James R. Zazzali, in July. Looking on are 
Governor Jon S. Corzine and Rabner’s wife, Deborah. At 47 
years of age, Rabner – a former federal prosecutor, Governor’s 
Chief Counsel, and state Attorney General – is the youngest 
Chief Justice in the modern history of the state’s high Court. 

We Can’t Do Until You Due 
If you’ve read about it in the Connector, it was made possible 
by members who paid their dues. From our summer public 
interest fellowships and campus programming for students to 

the spring symposium and other events HLSA-NJ offers to you 
and all our  members, it wouldn’t exist without the support of 
our dues-paying members. If you haven’t paid your 2007-2008 
dues yet, please contribute today by using the form below.  

Congratulations, Mr. Chief Justice! 
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Our 2007 Public Interest 
Fellows In Their Own Words 
Dear Members of HLSA-NJ, 

I would like to thank the 
H a r v a r d  L a w  S c h o o l 
Association of New Jersey for 
providing funding for my first-
year summer internship. 
Thanks to the generosity of the 
Association’s dues-paying 
members, I served as a legal 
intern for the New Jersey 
Institute for Social Justice in 
Newark. I took part in a variety 
of projects, learning about the 
ways in which NJISJ combines 
legal advocacy, policy analysis, 
and direct service programs to 
assist New Jersey's urban 
communities. 

Through NJISJ’s Second 
Chance Campaign, a policy 
effort to improve the reentry 
prospects of individuals 
returning to their communities 
following incarceration, I 
researched the efforts of cities 
across the country to reduce 
discrimination against ex-
offenders in municipal hiring 
and prepared written materials 
for presentations to New Jersey 
municipalities on policy reform 
options. I also helped connect 
former inmates with pro bono 

attorneys through the ReLeSe 
network, a partnership between 
NJISJ and Volunteer Lawyers 
for Justice. 

I also worked on projects 
touching on racial and 
economic inequality. In the 
wake of the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s decision in Parents 
Involved in Community Schools v. 
Seattle School District #1, I 
prepared a memo discussing 
the decision’s effect on school 
assignment programs that 
consider race and proposing 
policy options still available to 
school districts committed to 
equal educational opportunity. 
I researched various legal issues 
affecting New Jersey’s Fair 
Housing Act and the Mt. Laurel 
doctrine, particularly with 
r e s p e c t  t o  r e g i o n a l 
contribution agreements, 
which have been the subject of 
vigorous policy debates and the 
target of legal challenges under 
both state and federal law. 

NJISJ provides numerous 
examples of ways in which 
attorneys can commit their 
knowledge and skills to aid 
u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  a n d 

underserved populations. I am 
grateful to the members of 
HLSA-NJ for enabling me to 
have a summer experience that 
will fundamentally shape my 
legal career. 

Sincerely, 
Damon King ’09 

 
 
Dear HLSA-NJ, 

I would like to convey my 
sincere appreciation for being 

honored with a Summer Public 
Interest Fellowship by the 
H a r v a r d  L a w  S c h o o l 
Association of New Jersey. This 
award enabled me to work at 
the Federal Public Defender’s 
Office in Newark this summer. 
Over the course of my 
internship, I was given the 
chance to witness and partake 
in the federal criminal law 
process, both within and 
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On The Move 
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Have news?  E-mail jbartlet@post.harvard.edu 

ALUMNI 
State Senate Judiciary Chairman John Adler ’84 has declared his 
candidacy for Congress in New Jersey’s third Congressional district. 

HLSA-NJ secretary Stephen F. Herbes ’01, CPA, J.D., LL.M., and 

his alphabet soup of degrees have joined the tax and trusts and 
estates practice at Riker Danzig in Morristown. 

Assemblyman Mike Panter ’95 (D-12th) may have some alumni 
company next spring, if Republican Jay Webber ’00 wins his race 
for Assembly in the 26th District. Webber, of Morris Plains, won a 
contested primary in June. 

CORRECTION:  The spring issue failed to include photo credits for images 
from the 50th annual Vanderbilt Lecture. Those images were provided by 
Keith Krebs/P.O.V. Image Service. 

During my first year of law school in 
1998, a woman who had been a mentor 
of mine – Galina V. Starovoitova, a 
member of the Russian Parliament and a 
staunch advocate of human rights whom 
I got to know as my professor at Brown 
University four years earlier – was 
assassinated in St. Petersburg. At the 
time, I wrote in the weekly Harvard Law 
School Record that future historians would 
view 1989, the year the Berlin Wall fell 
and the Baltic States became the first 
Soviet republics to declare independence, 
as the end of the 20th century and the 
beginning of the 21st. 

Today, we might instead mark 
September 11, 2001 as the centenary 
turning point. That fateful day came 
three months after I completed law 
school and five days after I started my 
first job as a lawyer. There are a host of 
other places to draw the line, of course, 
and our human nature compels us to 
draw these lines. Looking both 
backward and forward, 
walking the emotional lines 
between regret and pride, fear 
and hope – it’s part of who we 
are and what we do as a 
species. 

The Association is at a 
turning point as well. For the 
first time, a majority of officers 
were graduated from the law 
school in the twenty-first 
century. I am the first of these 
to be president of the 
Association, and my successor 
Jason Orlando ’00 will be the second. 

This marks a hopeful moment, of 
course. We’ll launch our second half-
century of Vanderbilt Lectures with one 
of the brightest starts in the American 
legal firmament, New Jersey’s own Ted 
Wells ’76. (See page 1.) And we’re 
reaching out to current students with a 

September panel 
discussion in 
Cambridge, where 
members of classes 
that make me feel old 
– like ’09 and ’10 – 
heard from half a 
dozen of us about the 
professional opportunities abloom in the 
Garden State. (See page 4.) 

But, to paraphrase the old saw, with 
those great opportunities come great 
responsibility. As recently as two years ago, 
more than 110 of our state’s 950 or so HLS 
alumni paid dues to the Association, a 
response rate that — while in one sense 
underwhelming — still  permitted the 
Association to provide programming, make 
a substantial gift to the Law School, and 
end the year with as much money in the 
bank as we started with. This year, only 46 
alumni have paid their dues so far.  That 
two-thirds drop in response rate is making  

a huge difference in what we can do for you 
and for the Law School. 

I can’t put it more plainly: We need 
your help. And we especially need help 
from those alumni graduated after 1970, 
whose dues – if paid at the same rate as the 
classes of the 1950s and ’60s – would more 
than make up the gap between our 

spending and our income this year. 
For the first time in three years, we 

expect this year’s Vanderbilt Lecture to 
fully pay for itself, thanks to a necessary 
increase in what we charge attendees 
(including our youngest alumni). But the 
rest of our program requires your help. 

This year, we contributed $3,400 
toward summer fellowships for two 
extraordinary young law students. (See 
page 3.) The value of their experience, 
and the connection it helped them 
develop to New Jersey’s legal community, 
is priceless. We’ll have spent nearly 
$1,000 to support travel and lodging for 
our Cambridge panelists in September. 
Our spending on food for Board 
meetings, at less than $400 for the year 
to date, is modest. We made no gift to 
the Law School this year. Still, they have 
provided us the printing and distribution 
of this newsletter and all our other 
mailings throughout the year – and it is 
our hope and aim to make generous 
contributions to the law school in the 

future as we have in past 
years. 
     As you look back, thank 
the Association’s long-
serving leaders like Albert 
Cohn ’51, David 
Crabtree ’52, David 
Landau ’53, Jerry 
Fitzgerald English, Marvin 
Fish ’55, Steve Roth ’67, 
the late Irwin 
Markowitz ’52, and so 
many others. As you look 
forward, ask yourself: What 
do you want the Association 

to look like in the years to come? And 
how will you be part of it? 

If you’ve paid your dues, come out to 
our events, or been active on the board, I 
thank you. If you haven’t done those 
things yet, I invite and implore you to be 
part of this great endeavor. 

John W. Bartlett ’01 

John Bartlett ’01, 
2007 President of 
HLSA-NJ 
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Chief Justice Stuart J. Rabner ’85 is sworn in by his 
predecessor, James R. Zazzali, in July. Looking on are 
Governor Jon S. Corzine and Rabner’s wife, Deborah. At 47 
years of age, Rabner – a former federal prosecutor, Governor’s 
Chief Counsel, and state Attorney General – is the youngest 
Chief Justice in the modern history of the state’s high Court. 

We Can’t Do Until You Due 
If you’ve read about it in the Connector, it was made possible 
by members who paid their dues. From our summer public 
interest fellowships and campus programming for students to 

the spring symposium and other events HLSA-NJ offers to you 
and all our  members, it wouldn’t exist without the support of 
our dues-paying members. If you haven’t paid your 2007-2008 
dues yet, please contribute today by using the form below.  

Congratulations, Mr. Chief Justice! 
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Fellows In Their Own Words 
Dear Members of HLSA-NJ, 

I would like to thank the 
H a r v a r d  L a w  S c h o o l 
Association of New Jersey for 
providing funding for my first-
year summer internship. 
Thanks to the generosity of the 
Association’s dues-paying 
members, I served as a legal 
intern for the New Jersey 
Institute for Social Justice in 
Newark. I took part in a variety 
of projects, learning about the 
ways in which NJISJ combines 
legal advocacy, policy analysis, 
and direct service programs to 
assist New Jersey's urban 
communities. 

Through NJISJ’s Second 
Chance Campaign, a policy 
effort to improve the reentry 
prospects of individuals 
returning to their communities 
following incarceration, I 
researched the efforts of cities 
across the country to reduce 
discrimination against ex-
offenders in municipal hiring 
and prepared written materials 
for presentations to New Jersey 
municipalities on policy reform 
options. I also helped connect 
former inmates with pro bono 

attorneys through the ReLeSe 
network, a partnership between 
NJISJ and Volunteer Lawyers 
for Justice. 

I also worked on projects 
touching on racial and 
economic inequality. In the 
wake of the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s decision in Parents 
Involved in Community Schools v. 
Seattle School District #1, I 
prepared a memo discussing 
the decision’s effect on school 
assignment programs that 
consider race and proposing 
policy options still available to 
school districts committed to 
equal educational opportunity. 
I researched various legal issues 
affecting New Jersey’s Fair 
Housing Act and the Mt. Laurel 
doctrine, particularly with 
r e s p e c t  t o  r e g i o n a l 
contribution agreements, 
which have been the subject of 
vigorous policy debates and the 
target of legal challenges under 
both state and federal law. 

NJISJ provides numerous 
examples of ways in which 
attorneys can commit their 
knowledge and skills to aid 
u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  a n d 

underserved populations. I am 
grateful to the members of 
HLSA-NJ for enabling me to 
have a summer experience that 
will fundamentally shape my 
legal career. 

Sincerely, 
Damon King ’09 

 
 
Dear HLSA-NJ, 

I would like to convey my 
sincere appreciation for being 

honored with a Summer Public 
Interest Fellowship by the 
H a r v a r d  L a w  S c h o o l 
Association of New Jersey. This 
award enabled me to work at 
the Federal Public Defender’s 
Office in Newark this summer. 
Over the course of my 
internship, I was given the 
chance to witness and partake 
in the federal criminal law 
process, both within and 

LOOKing bACK . . . hLsA-nJ PubLiC inTeresT FeLLOws reFLeCT  On Their summer 2012 wOrK eXPerienCe in new Jersey
This past summer, the Association provided financial  support to three Harvard Law School Public Interest Fellows. 
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 I worked on “whereas” clauses that appear at the front of the bill and are intended to explain and justify 
the need for such a bill. It was fascinating to be involved in strategic meetings at the Institute and to see not only 
the meticulousness with which the bill’s language was drafted and edited, but also to see the political concessions 
that were built into the bill. There was a constant calculus involved in balancing the aggressiveness and potential 
effectiveness of the bill, with its political viability. I also enjoyed seeing the strategies used to develop support for 
the bill from key stakeholders. The Institute spoke with businesses like Walmart and Proctor & Gamble that have 
already implemented such policies internally, and it was able to get them to assuage the fears of business leaders 
who were concerned that the bill would be bad for business. It was also interesting to learn the procedure by which 
a bill moves through the Newark City Council – by no means a simple process. I attended a Newark City Council 
meeting, which at times was quite the shouting match, especially with public testimony being allowed. However, 
the “Ban the Box“ bill, sponsored by Councilman Rice, was unanimously approved for 
final reading.
 I genuinely enjoyed spending the summer pursuing public interest law in New Jersey 
and am very thankful that the Harvard Law School Association of New Jersey sponsors 
such a fellowship. It was a great experience getting to meet some of the Association’s 
board members and hear about the interesting work in which they are involved. This 
opportunity made me think the fellowship could be improved by creating a closer link 
between the Association and the sponsored fellows. If Association members volunteered 
to have a fellow shadow them for a day and fellows shadowed with three different 
volunteers over the summer, it would provide a great opportunity for us to see the  work 
being done in New Jersey by HLS alumni. 

 Jamie worked at the New Jersey Institute for Social Justice and had the following thoughts about that 
experience.
 Challenges, and opportunities, are everywhere when it comes to public interest law in New Jersey. Working 
for the New Jersey Institute for Social Justice allowed me to get involved with issues that I was aware of, and the 
experience opened my eyes to problems that I wasn’t even aware of. In particular, I was aware of the disturbingly 
high incarceration rates in New Jersey, but what I was not aware of was the devastating collateral effects of a 
criminal conviction. Securing housing and employment becomes a challenge, which in turn increases the likelihood 
of recidivism. For this reason, the Institute has worked on many initiatives aimed at facilitating successful reentry.
 One of the most interesting aspects of my summer was being able to see one of these initiatives, a “Ban the Box” 
project, through various stages of development. “Ban the Box” is an effort to shield former convicts from being asked 
to immediately disclose their criminal history during their job application process. Many employers automatically 
pre-sort applicants into a rejection pile if they check a “yes” box that appears on the job application asking if they 
have ever been convicted of a crime. The thinking behind the bill is that often times quality applicants would 
get the job if they simply had the opportunity to go through the full hiring process. Accordingly, the bill shifts the 
criminal record disclosure to the time of job offer – this way the employer has the chance to learn more about the 
prospective employee and can better weigh the severity of the crime in light of the potential employee’s positive 
attributes. 

Jamie Niskanen-Singer


